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Health has always been a top priority
for Ontarians

The Ontario Health Coalition states “In
our 40-years of advocacy ... our health
care has never been in such crisis”

Beyond health policy, Ontarians’
health is deeply impacted by other
policies especially anything failing to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions &
control the climate crisis

We can vote for better by
understanding the connections

Ontarians
& Health

PLEASE POST YOUR
QUESTIONS IN THE Q+A




Health Policy & Your Health

» Ontario has the lowest public health care
funding per person in Canada

I ¥ . » Healthcare budget increases are not

' keeping up with inflation

» The health care budget is not being spent
in full

» Public money is flowing into privatizing
public hospital services




» Despite a healthcare worker crisis, the current
government passed Bill 124 in 2019 capping
wage increases for public health and other
public sector workers — struck down as
unconstitutional by the Courts

» The health care wage cap was imposed only
on public sector health workers while for-profits
were not capped



» A record number of healthcare privatization lobbyists have
been registered under this government

» Operating funding for public hospitals increased only 0.5%
last year

» One of the only two for-profit Ontario hospitals (Clearpoint
Don Mills Surgical), received a 278% funding increase with the
former Minister of Health acting as lobbyist after exiting the
Ministry

» This government has not curbed for profit staffing agencies
charging up to triple the price for exactly the same staff
employed in the public system



The Bottom Line on Health Privatization

. ' & » Privatisation reduces the quality of health care
| 4

and worsens health outcomes

» “the best evidence we currently have ...
probably...the best evidence we are ever able 1o
collect.” [REF: Lancet Public Health 2024]

/ g / » CMA Policy 2024: “strongly supports a publicly
/éf funded heol’rh care system where ... care is bosed
on patients' needs and not on their ob|l|’ry to pay”



Ontario had the lowest number of hospital beds
per capita in Canada in 2022

Projected shortfall of 13,800 hospital beds &
over 80,000 staff by 2032

[REF: Ontario Council of Hospital Unions]

Despite 2018 campaign promise to end hallway
health care, the numbers doubled between
2018 to 2024

The vast majority of Ontario’s hospitals are now
in deficit [REF: OHC Feb21/24 report]

Unprecedented closures of over 1200 vital
services including local ER’s, ICUs & labs in 2023

The number of Ontarians without a family
doctor skyrocketed from 1.8 million in 2020 to
2.5 million now and is projected to rise to a
staggering 4.4 million by 2026 [ref: oma]

Our Recent Health
Outcomes:

Where are we now?




Health Impacts of
Climate Policy:

Climate change
harms our health
care systems & our
health




Climate Change Harms
Healthcare Systems

Tornado that struck Pfizer plant ripped through

warehouse where drugs were stored Photo: Radio Canada International

#CBC
Patient dies during evacuation of Yellowknife
hospital

The company is working with the FDA to assess the extent of the damage and gauge how it will impact the country's already
strained drug supply.




Health harms occur by 2 inferconnected
pathways when fossil fuels are burned

‘@ A4 Health
_,’\_ + a —> ea

Harms
Carbon Pollution Air Pollution
Planetary heating Parficulate matter (PMs)
Climate Change Toxic gases — NOx especially

Impact health



IMPACTS ON AVAILABILITY OF
TRADITIONAL FOODS? AND MENTAL
HEALTH? IN THE NORTH

Due to arctic warming ( 3x Global Rate)*.
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Anxiety & PTSD following evacuation.® 2013 Alberta flood™
+ 5deaths?
+ Healthcare facilities
closed due to flooding.”

DROUGHTS™*

Uneven impact on crops.'®
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ALLERGIES
Increased severity &
duration of pollen
seasons.'®

TICK-BORNE
DISEASE

2017: 3 higher rate
Lyme Disease in
Ontario than 2012-
2016 average.”®

CLIMATE C

ITS IMPACT ON HEALTH IN CANADA

Climate change is the biggest global
health threat of the 21st century.

— Lancet’
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Climate change-
exacerbated drought and

famine was one factor in
Syrian refugee crisis.?*
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RELOCATION &
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COASTAL EROSION

P.E.l. homes at risk.#

HEAT-RELATED
ILLNESS?®

66 people died in
Montreal during 2018
heat wave 7122

ASSOCIATION
MEDICALE
CANADIENNE

CANADIAN
? MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION

“Climate change is
the biggest threat
to health in the
215t century and
our very survival is
at stake”

- Dr Vanessa Kerry, 2023, WHO
Director-General, Special Envoy for
Climate Change & Health
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Infectious Diseases: Climate change may aggravate nearly 60% of
all human pathogenic diseases & is iIncreasing antibiofic resistance

© James Hastings-Trew *The exact point of origin of many diseases is uncertain



Health Harms

of Alr Pollution




Air pollution Related Deaths & Health Costs
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saths globally due to air polluhon:
1 million in 2021[Ref Unicef 2024]
A (|mpqc’r > USS5 trillion in 2013, Ref WHO 2022)

15 300 ppeﬁaiﬁre Canadian deaths annually
6700 Ontario deaths annually

Ref: Govt of Canada 2022 (2016 stats)



The health harms of air pollution
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The health harms of air pollution
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> Brain development
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Blood clots

Health harms occur when PM2.5’s and Nox pass through the lungs
into the bloodstream to cause disease in multiple body systems

CleanAir



The health harms of air pollution
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The health harms of air pollution
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The health harms of air pollution
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Alr Pollution Causes
Multiple Types of
Cancer

LuNng
eukemia

Breast
Other




AIr Pollution Risks to

Pregneisi
INnfants

Premad
Still birt

Women &
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Climate Change & Air Pollution

Harm Mental Health

* Anxiety

« Depression

o Stfress

« Suicide

« Disproportionately affect
youth




Any fossil fuel based energy policy such as gas is expensive &
harmful fo human health

Nuclear energy is the most expensive energy option & too slow to
meet urgent energy needs

Canada to date has NO permanent solution for decades of
accumulated radioactive nuclear waste with experts deeply
concerned with health risks of Chalk River disposal and DGRs

(deep geological repositories)
May discuss further in Q+A

Building Ontario
Batir 'Ontario




Housing Policy & Health:

Housing Is Fundamental to Health

» Under the current government homelessness increased
25% over past 2 years to hit record highs (80,000 in 2024 -
with 1400 encampments) [ref: AMO 2025]

» Auditor General 2021: “*Ministry does not have an
overarching strategy ... for the reduction of homelessness”
» Lack of affordable housing is worsening homelessness in Ontario

» Communicable diseases escalate

» Increased usage of fire, paramedic, emergency room services



Under the current government, new
pA%L]Jsing starts are at a 69 year low [ref:
The “More Homes Built Faster Act” not
only tried to build over the Greenbelt
which was pushed back, but also
undermined affordable housing &
renters’ rights iIn many ways that were
not reversed

Supportive housing: $500/month
Hospital bed: $12,000/month

Prisoner > $9,000/month

[Ref: Parliamentary Budget Officer]

Permanent housing for up to 3,000
emergency shelters users could save
$6O miIIion/yeGr [City of Toronto, 2020 cost analysis]

Housing Policy &
Health:

It is healthier, safer
& cheaper to house




Food Security & Health:

Food Is fundamental to health

» Foodbank use is af record highs (25% increase since 2023)
» Main drivers:

» Unaffordable housing & cost of living
» Precarious employment

» Failing government support programs

Ref: Feed Ontario 2024




Food Security & Health:

Food Is fundamental to health

» Poor climate policy driving the climate
crisis & current land use policies
destroying over 300 acres of farmland
every day disrupt Ontario farmers’ ability
to grow food

» This increases food insecurity, harming
Ontarians’ health

» This also damages our food
Independence to Grow Local Eat Local
with the threat of US tariffs




Vote for a better future
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Thank you
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%”CAPE

Canadian Association
of Physicians
for the Environment

Association canadienne
des médecins
pour l’'environnement

ACME




